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TEXT: 18,000 Homeless: Flooding in Madagascar's Capital
"An alarm sounded in our neighborhood. It was ra!mng | saw neighbors running around
and pitching in to help cach other get rid of the rain water, but the water level kept mm&, I
woke my three children because we had to leave our house. Since then this tent is our
home."
Martine Rasoamihevitra is one of the 18,000 residents of Antananarivo, Madagascar who
have been rendered homeless by the incessant floods that have hit the capital since mid-
Januvary. Fortunately for her, UNICEF has provided tents for 15,000 people including non--
perishable food items, water purification substances, containers, blankets, mosquito nets
and even school kits to 1,200 students from elementary schools that lost their school
supplies in the floods,
Aid by the local authorities has stopped, now that the water level has gone down. But many
families stay in their tents. Their houses aren’t under water any more, but they are full of
stinking mud. Some houscs have been destroyed completely.
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After last weeks' cyclone, more than 30,000 pecople in Madagascar have been affected by

the bad weather. Some people lost their houses, others were forced to move.
"We moved here a few vears ago”, one woman, who lives in one of the UNICEF tents in
Antanjombate zays. "We are originally from Ambohimangalcely, but there is no more land
for us there”. The women, who live with their families in a little village of wooden huts
next to a canal, earn a living carrying bricks, while the men pull pousse-pousse.
For some families, the rainy sceason is an annual disaster, not just the one that happened this
year. "T'his is the third time that we live in tents on this dike", one woman says. "The rice
fields here are the land of our ancestors so we can't leave. It used to be OK here, until they
build these dikes around Tana. Now we are flooded every rainy season during three years."
The woman, who has a job in a factory, now sleeps with family, a calf and a pet cat in the
same tenl. Her husband goes oot fishing., "Some of the neighbors lost all their rice”, she
says. "But we didn't, we were lucky. We harvested before the floods started".

By UNICEF, with additional reporting by Mada English journal.
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I- Re-order the following ideas as they appear in the text. ~
1- Some people could save their culture before the floods. 3
2- Madugnscar has lo endure Noods since the beginning of th If year.
J- Some people have nowhere to go so they prefer to.r :‘s‘nam in mmr le:n.l&
i

4~ The population tned vainly to struggle agamst the rain watcr.
11-

1- The equivalent nl‘“uccurred" \,.:} .
2- The opposite of “partly". - 4

IHi- Sav if TRUE or F !

1- Martine was still living in her tent wi]en he jfiurnalist wrote this article.
2- The '.-.m-nan in the last paragy aph of tite-téxt lost all her rice in the floods.

V- ete Ty

Some pe:-::pl\t s houses have: been_totally ---that they have 1o remain in their tents; some of
them have built - as shehe,pﬁ until they find new solutions.
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1- Why do som le stay in their tents even if their houses aren’'t under water any more?
2- According£o the woman in the last paragraph of the text, what is the cause of the floods?
3- Do you agree on the local authorities’ decision to stop aid though many families still stay
in their tents? Why or why not?

B-G ™

Fill in ilwe blanks with the right grammatical items.

My cousin Jack is an unlucky young boy. he was among the best students at the

University, he can't find a job. Two weeks . he applied a job an

assistant manager but he not accepted. The fact is that he to neglect English
he was in the secondary school, So, he can’t do the job interview well. He regrets it

and says; “I I had done English well at school™.

C- INDI T OF KIN

I- Complete the dialogue: Mar}' is in front of her mirror, holding scissors.

Betty :

- Mary ; I'm culting my halr.



